JOURNEY THE LOWER MEKONG
CAMBODIA VIETNAM

PEARL OF THE ORIENT
phnom penh - saigon
3 NIGHTS

T H E M I G H T Y M E KO N G
cambodia

vietnam

The mighty Mekong – a mysterious body of water. Flowing through six
countries in Asia. Giving love and life to millions. Received its fame by
the legendary God King of ancient Cambodia, King Jayavarman VII, who
linked hands with the waters of the Mekong to build the magnificent Angkor
civilization.

pearl of the orient
phnom penh - saigon [downstream]
3 nights
A shorter voyage linking two countries and Saigon and Phnom
Penh, the two “pearl” cities of Southeast Asia, while offering a
detailed exploration of the Mekong Delta.
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As you sip drinks and nibble on treats during afternoon
tea, we approach the border and finally arrive in
Vietnam. From here it is just a short distance to Tan
Chau, a pleasant, slow-paced border town with a
sizeable Chinese, Kinh and Khmer community. We
moor near the city with views on the riverbanks.
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You also may like to visit the bridge, as the captain
always has a little story to share about “his” river. Or, if
you are curious to learn more about Khmer gastronomy,
join a culinary workshop to sharpen your knowledge
about local cuisine.

Phnom Penh - Border Crossing - Tan Chau
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The rest of the morning and the whole afternoon is at
your own disposal. From now on here, you can turn into
cruise mode and hopefully experiences the relaxing
influence of the cadence this mighty river emanates.
The afternoon is perfect for massages, relaxation on a terrace deck sunbed or private balcony kickbacks. Conjure up a spell to merge with the river and float into a state of mild bliss.
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elcome on board with Heritage Line
for your Mekong River adventure. After
you have checked in, we invite you to a
highlight of this cruise before we lift the anchor. The
lounge is set up for an eye- and ear-catching lecture
about modern Cambodian history, held by our friend
and local expert, Mr. Jean-Michel, professor from the
Royal University of Phnom Penh. He has studied the
subject extensively and is more than happy to share
his first-hand knowledge and surprising insights.
The lecture takes about one hour before we set sail
southbound towards the Vietnamese border.
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TODAY’S DINING
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

DAILY INSIGHT
Do you wonder why boats sail in the middle of the
river downstream and near the shoreline upstream?
If so – see the captain, who is more than happy to
enlighten you

pearl of the orient
phnom penh - saigon [downstream]
3 nights
A shorter voyage linking two countries and Saigon and Phnom
Penh, the two “pearl” cities of Southeast Asia, while offering a
detailed exploration of the Mekong Delta.

day two
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elcome to the fish sanctuary of Vietnam.
arrived on-shore, we hop on “xelois” to see
Tan Chau’s vibrant town-life. A “xeloi” is a
local vehicle which is still used as a taxi in this area.
Your personal xeloi driver slowly navigates through the
streets to observe all the workshops, houses and shops
while feeling the laid-back vibe of this place. We stop
at the colourful, local market near one of the town’s
temples. This is a great opportunity to interact with
the vendors of this friendly town and try your hand at
bargaining with them. To see what Tan Chau is famous
for, we board local boats and head to a floating fish
farm. You are about to get an exclusive look into the
world’s largest inland aquaculture industry. Each of the
floating structures has netting hanging down into the
water to enclose the fish, which are raised and fed on a
daily basis. The region’s specialties are tilapia and the
Basa catfish, or Pangasius, which is unique to the Mekong River basin and rapidly gaining popularity
on the international seafood market.
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Back on board and before lunch is served, you may
take a dip in the pool. After the meal, our expert
guides offer a presentation about life in the Mekong
Delta as the ship continues to My An Hung near Sa
Dec province. My An Hung Village is a wonderful
example of a real local village in the Mekong Delta.
Time stands still here and we receive wonderful
insights into the private household of a local family
and visit the seasonal vegetable fields to see what
they are currently cultivating. We are invited to their
house for a Vietnamese tea tasting. Vietnamese tea is
often bitter, so locals sweeten it with honey, a regional
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The sun sets and the light now bathes everything in a golden hue. The surrounding natural beauty is
a perfect backdrop for a riverbank gathering with cocktails and dancing with the crew in this remote,
secluded location.
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delicacy also produced by our hosts. The family then
presents a huge variety of fruits growing in the delta,
freshly cut from the tree. And as an artist group
performs a traditional, artistic dragon dance, we snack
on these “vitamins bombs”.

Tan Chau - My An Hung - Sa Dec
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A typical fish farm in Tan Chau can grow around 45
tonnes of fish at once and is harvested every 8-10
months. The cost to feed one batch of fish over this
period can exceed $30,000 USD.

pearl of the orient
phnom penh - saigon [downstream]
3 nights
A shorter voyage linking two countries and Saigon and Phnom
Penh, the two “pearl” cities of Southeast Asia, while offering a
detailed exploration of the Mekong Delta.
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Back on board our crew invites you to a farewell event
and to enjoy some cheerful moments before dinner,
including music and Cambodian dancing together
with the team. Savour your final dinner aboard and
relive the week’s adventures in your mind’s eye with a
glass of wine at the open bar.
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By local boat, we sail along the green canal network
and watch the farmers working in the fields. A visit
ashore of a workshop shows us the manufacturing
of rice paste, rice paper, rice cookies and rice wine.
Cai Be’s surrounding areas are covered by palm
trees, which is why the region is also famous for the
production of coconut candy.

Binh Thanh Island - Cai Be - My Tho
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We exclusively visit one of these untouched areas.
By wandering through the village, we get a deep
understanding of native life. One of the local artisans,
for example, demonstrates the entire process of
traditional mat making. You can try weaving yourself.
We also meet a local elderly couple who share their
story of living on this island. They are always happy
to chit-chat with our guests. Back on the ship lunch is
served and we sail towards Cai Be. Cai Be is a charming
town which is famous for its Catholic French church
and the manufacturing of traditional crafts and food
products. The once enormous floating market of Cai Be gets smaller year by year since trading on
the water is continually shifting towards modern markets. However, you can still see boat-to-boat
trading of local goods, such as fruits and agricultural products and imagine what this must have
looked like on a larger scale. We learn from our guide about the long-lasting trading culture and how
each boat has a special marker to let buyers know what goods they are selling.
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his morning the vessel arrives at one of the
larger islands in the vast stream of the Mekong,
Binh Thanh Island. Several communities have
settled here and make their living by growing water
hyacinths.
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TODAY’S DINING
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

DAILY INSIGHT
The purple water hyacinth flowers around Binh Thanh
Island are edible, while the fibres from the stem are
assembled to create a wide variety of products such as
fish traps, bags, hats, shoes, vases, and paper.

pearl of the orient
phnom penh - saigon [downstream]
3 nights
A shorter voyage linking two countries and Saigon and Phnom
Penh, the two “pearl” cities of Southeast Asia, while offering a
detailed exploration of the Mekong Delta.
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njoy your last breakfast aboard your floating
home before disembarking the ship this
morning. By bus we transfer you to Saigon
Center, which is around 70km away from My Thao.
We hope that you liked this fascinating river cruise
along the Might Mekong, as much as our crew does
every time. Please take along with you enchanting
memoirs and friendship and share the stories of this
amazing river. Heritage Line and our crew wishes you
a wonderful onward journey and we looking forward to
see you back on board with us.
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TODAY’S DINING
Breakfast

DAILY INSIGHT
Travellers are often confused about the name of
Vietnam’s largest city and financial center. While it
was called Saigon before the city fell to the north in
1975, the official name used on maps today is Ho Chi
Minh City. Both designations today are completely
interchangeable, however, and no offense is taken by
the locals with whichever name you use.

All mentioned times are approximate. Although it is our intention to operate the proposed itinerary as outlined above, we cannot be held responsible for any changes
of the program and activities that might be necessary due to operational factors.

contact @ heritage - line . com

www . heritage - line . com

